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in the common interests of his realm and of that of Persia, to close his
frontiers to all Afghan fugitives once the operations were begun.1
According to Mirza Mahdi,2 Nadir expressed his intention at this time
of returning to Khurasan, but it may well be doubted whether he really
wished to do so. He had tasted the fruits of success, he was at the head
of a considerable army, and, as will be seen below, he had in all probability
already formulated the design of dispossessing Tahmasp of the crown*
His ambition was boundless, and it therefore seems most improbable
that he could seriously have contemplated retiring into relative obscurity
in Khurasan just at the time when his feet were firmly planted on the
ladder that led to higher things. It was not the first time that he had made
such a pronouncement,8 and it was not (as will be seen hereafter) by any
means the last ; his probable object was to endeavour to cloak his real
designs until he deemed that the moment had come to throw all pretence
aside. If such were the case, his efforts, even at this early stage, were
futile, since, only two months or so later, both the Chevalier de Gardane
and Cockell stated that, at Isfahan, it was believed that he was aiming
at the throne. The Chevalier said of him :
" Les rares talens que ce Gen6ral a pour la guerre, le bonheur qui Taccompagne
dans toutes ses expeditions, la confiance du soldat qui Taime et le craint, tout cela
joint ensemble Ta rendu redoutable chez les ennemis, et suspect dans la cour du
Roi son Maitre. . . . Ispahan le Peuple, la Cour, le Roi lui-m&ne, tous craignent
qu'il n'ait r ambition de monter plus haut, et il ne sgaurait plus faire un pas en
avant sans se saisir du Throne."4
Before saying anything further regarding Nadir and his movements,
it is necessary to describe briefly the position of Turkey in relation to
Persia at this time. In the first chapter it was shown how Turkey, like
Russia, had taken advantage of Persia's troubles to seize much of her
territory. As a result of the Turco-Afghan war, she had made further
gains. Early in 1730 she held the whole of Georgia, Armenia, Adhar-
baijan, part of Daghistan, and Shirvan (the rest of these two provinces
being held by Russia), most of Persian 'Iraq, and all of Persian Kurdistan,
Hamadan and Kirmanshah,
Tahmasp, in his desire to oust the Afghans, had made several requests
to Turkey and Russia for aid. As late as October, 1729, a Persian
1 T.N., p. 72. The text of this letter is given in full at the beginning of Vol. II of the Ta'rikh-i-
Skahadat-i-Farrukh Siyar va Jalu$-i-Muhammad Shah, by the Indian historian Muhammad
Bakhsh. In response to a request from 'Nadir, the Dutch gave 'All Mardan Khan a passage
in one of their ships from Gombroon, but the captain later refused to take him beyond Muscat.
The English Company then sought to regain their lost favour by sending a ship to Muscat
to take the marooned envoy on to India.
« Ibid.
* See p. 39 above.
4 La Mamye-Clairac, Vol. Ill, p. 107.

